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12661 – Appendix A  

Annex - Curated List of Organisations1 

All organisations are presented in alphabetical order, starting from the Italian ones. The 

information that could be relevant for T&Es has been taken from each organisation’s website, 

respecting the self-representation that the organisations themselves propose to readers. The 

identified organisations were assigned to the following macro-categories: Governmental 

Organisations (GOs), Inter-Governmental Organisations (IGOs)2, Non-Governmental Organisations 

(NGOs)3, International Non-Governmental Organisations (INGOs), and Hybrid Organisations 

(HOs) 4.  

Governmental Organisations  

Italian Governmental Organisations 

A notable public entity in Italy that provides data and supports ministerial work is the 

Institute for Environmental Protection and Research (Istituto Superiore per la Protezione 

e la Ricerca Ambientale - ISPRA). ISPRA stems from the merging of different entities: the 

Italian Environmental Protection and Technical Services Agency (Agenzia per la Protezione 

dell’Ambiente e per i servizi Tecnici - APAT), the National Institute for Wildlife (Istituto 

Nazionale per la Fauna Selvatica - INFS), and the Central Institute for Scientific and 

Technological Research Applied to the Sea (Istituto Centrale per la Ricerca scientifica e 

tecnologica Applicata al Mare - ICRAM). ISPRA addresses significant environmental issues 

and contributes to promoting a culture of environmental sustainability, operating under the 

supervision and policy guidance of the Ministry of the Environment and Energy Security 

(Ministero dell’Ambiente e della Sicurezza Energetica - MASE).5 ISPRA facilitates the coherent 

implementation of national environmental policies through scientific and technical 

coordination with the regional environmental agencies (Agenzia Regionale per la 

Prevenzione e protezione dell’Ambiente - ARPA) and the provincial environmental agencies 

(Agenzia Provinciale per la Protezione dell’Ambiente - APPA).  

 
1 The list encompasses organisations engaged, in varying capacities, with ecology, particularly nature conservation 
and environmental education. 
2 In this macro-category the International Programs are also included. 
3 This macro-category includes two subtypes: organisations engaged in environmental scientific research 
(Environmental Scientific NGOs), and organisations dedicated to raising awareness of environmental issues 
(Environmental NGOs). 
4 Organisations characterized by a mixture of governmental and non-governmental bodies. 
5 ISPRA was established in 2008; cf. https://www.isprambiente.gov.it/en. Accessed 13 May 2025. 

https://www.isprambiente.gov.it/en


2 

Since 2016, the National System for Environmental Protection (Sistema Nazionale per la 

Protezione dell’Ambiente - SNPA) has functioned as a veritable network providing binding 

opinions on government measures of technical nature concerning environmental matters.6  

These institutions and agencies demonstrate a commitment to environmental education 

through various action programs: ISPRA, for instance, promotes and develops education and 

training activities at both a national and an international level. These include environmental 

training courses, internship for environmental education, coordination of the inter-agency 

working groups focused on sustainability education, and working groups. 

Other noteworthy national entities include the National Research Council (Consiglio 

Nazionale delle Ricerche - CNR)7 and the Italian National Institute of Health (Istituto 

Superiore di Sanità - ISS).8 Both are engaged in scientific research as well as dissemination.  

LifeWatch Italy (LifeWatch-ITA) is one of the partners of LifeWatch ERIC, the European 

Research Infrastructure on biodiversity (see below). Italy is a biodiversity hotspot, therefore 

this issue is a high political priority. LifeWatch-ITA Joint Research Unit (JRU) coordinates 

Italy’s contribution to LifeWatch ERIC, along with overseeing the national activities of the 

LifeWatch Service Centre and the e-Biodiversity Research Institute of LifeWatch-ITA. 

LifeWatch-ITA devotes particular attention to environmental education and the training of 

T&Es. It promotes training, learning and education for research infrastructure users, 

researchers, school students and the general public, helping them develop bioinformatics 

skills and engaging them in biodiversity and ecosystem research. The initiative provides a 

dedicated web platform, the LifeWatch training platform, offering educational multimedia 

resources and serious games. Moreover, the platform hosts yearly competitions for teachers 

and school students of all levels.9 

The opportunities provided by Italian universities are also worth noting, as they often 

participate in ecological dissemination efforts as part of their third mission, also through 

established periodic activities such as “La notte dei ricercatori”.10 Italian universities are part 

of the University Network for Sustainable Development (Rete delle Università per lo 

Sviluppo Sostenibile - RUS) promoted by the Conference of Italian University Rectors 

(Conferenza dei rettori delle università italiane - CRUI). The main goal of RUS is “to spread 

 
6 SNPA was established in 2016 (L. 2016, n. 132); cf. https://www.snpambiente.it/. Accessed 13 Jan 2025. 
7 CNR was founded in 1923; cf. https://www.cnr.it/. Accessed 30 Jan 2025. 
8 ISS was founded in 1934; cf. https://www.iss.it/. Accessed 30 Jan 2025. 
9 LifeWatch Italy was established in 2017; cf. https://www.lifewatchitaly.eu/. Accessed 13 May 2025. 
10 Cf. https://www.nottedeiricercatori.it/. Accessed 30 Mar 2025. 

https://www.snpambiente.it/
https://www.cnr.it/
https://www.iss.it/
https://www.lifewatchitaly.eu/
https://www.nottedeiricercatori.it/
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the culture of sustainability, both within and outside Universities, by sharing skills and 

experiences. The aim is to increase the positive impact in terms of environmental, ethical, 

social, and economic actions, which are currently implemented by each university, in order 

to contribute to the achievement of the SDGs and to strengthen the value of the Italian 

experience on an international level.” Moreover, the RUS features a “Working Group on 

Education” focused on showcasing best practices and proposing effective approaches, 

teaching methods, and educational strategies. The objective is to ensure that all members of 

the university community are familiar with the 2030 Agenda and the principles of sustainable 

development.11 

Other National Governmental Organisations 

Among the most important and long-standing Governmental Organisations, we wish to 

mention Environment and Climate Change Canada (ECCC). ECCC wishes to contribute to 

the global objective of ensuring a safe and sustainable environment for present and future 

generations by educating citizens on the protection and conservation of Canadian natural 

heritage. ECCC provides a range of resources on its website, including activities, lesson plans 

and videos, designed to complement educators’ curriculum material on specific issues such 

as environmental conservation and climate change.12  

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) of the United States federal government was 

formed in response to widespread public environmental concerns that gained momentum in 

the 1950s and 1960s. EPA’s mission is to protect human health and the environment by 

developing and enforcing regulations based on environmental laws.13 To achieve its mission, 

EPA pays particular attention to environmental education activities. Indeed, it features a 

dedicated Office of Environmental Education (OEE) that manages programs supporting 

environmental education and training for teachers and other education professionals, 

including professional development, youth and educator recognition, and grants. OEE works 

together with two other EPA entities: 1. the National Environmental Education Advisory 

Council (NEEAC), which provides EPA with a better understanding of the needs of schools, 

universities, state departments (of education and natural resources) and educational 

organisations; and 2. the National Environmental Education Foundation (NEEF), a leading 

 
11 RUS has been promoted by CRUI since July 2016;cf. https://reterus.it/en. Accessed 30 Jan 2025. 
12 ECCC was established in 1971; cf. https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change.html. Accessed 6 
Apr  2025. 
13 EPA was established in 1970; cf. https://www.epa.gov/. Accessed 30 Jan 2025. 

https://reterus.it/en
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change.html
https://www.epa.gov/
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organisation in lifelong environmental learning, which creates opportunities for people of all 

ages to experience and learn about the environment in ways that improve their lives and the 

health of the planet.14 

 

 

Inter-Governmental Organisations  

Moving to the European Union, we wish to mention the European Environment Agency 

(EEA), an EU agency that delivers knowledge and data to support Europe’s environment and 

climate goals. EEA brings together 32 member states and 6 cooperating countries, with the 

goal of promoting sustainable development and facilitating significant and measurable 

improvements in Europe’s environment. As part of its efforts, EEA operates the European 

Environment Academy, which serves as a knowledge and learning hub. The Academy focuses 

on developing competences related to environmental sustainability issues at both European 

and international levels through various activities such as lectures, seminars, summer and 

winter school, e-learning and innovation laboratories.15 Additionally, EEA works in 

partnership with the European Environment Information and Observation Network (Eionet) 

which brings together 38 member countries cooperating to gather and develop data, 

knowledge, and advice for policymakers regarding Europe’s environment.16 

The United Nations (UN) is the world’s largest international organisation that strives to 

solve economic, social, cultural, and humanitarian issues through international cooperation. 

Sustainable development is one of the UN’s main objectives. Several specialized organisations 

have been set up by the UN to achieve those goals, including the Food and Agriculture 

organisation, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, the United Nations 

Educational, Scientific and Cultural organisation, the United Nations Environment Program, 

and the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change Secretariat, Secretariat of 

the Convention on Biological Diversity.17 The UN underlines the centrality of people in 

tackling environmental challenges like climate change: “Greenhouse gas emissions are caused 

 
14 Cf. https://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/about-office-public-engagement-and-environmental-education-opeee, 
last. Accessed 30 Jan 2025. 
15 EEA was established in 1994; https://www.eea.europa.eu/en. Accessed 30 Jan 2025. 
16 Eionet was established in 1994; https://www.eionet.europa.eu/. Accessed 12 Feb 2025. 
17 The UN was founded in 1945, and is currently made up of 193 Member States; cf. https://www.un.org/en/. 
Accessed 12 Feb 2025. 

https://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/about-office-public-engagement-and-environmental-education-opeee
https://www.eea.europa.eu/en
https://www.eionet.europa.eu/
https://www.un.org/en/
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by the action, inaction, 20 Decisions and behavior of people, which is why educating, 

empowering and engaging people to tackle climate change is vital” (Action for Climate 

Empowerment).18 

The Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) works to improve nutrition, increase 

agricultural productivity, raise the standard of living in rural populations and contribute to 

global economic growth.19 It is also active in the environmental education field: more than 

87.000 items on environmental education resulted in a query on FAO’s web site.20  

The programs of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation 

(UNESCO) contribute to the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals defined in the 

2030 Agenda, which was adopted by the UN General Assembly in 2015. In 1953, UNESCO 

founded the Associated Schools Network (ASPnet), connecting over 12.000 schools in 182 

countries around a common goal: to foster peace in the minds of children and young people. 

Operating at both an international and a national level, ASPnet focuses on education for 

sustainable development, global citizenship education, and intercultural and heritage 

learning.21 In 2021, UNESCO set a new target “to make environmental education a core 

curriculum component in all countries by 2025” (Audrey Azoulay, UNESCO Director-General, 

31 May 2021). The goal is to create strategies for the integration of education for sustainable 

development into every level of education and training.22 Under the auspices of UNESCO, the 

Office for Climate Education (OCE) was established in 2020. Commissioned by the La main à 

la pâte foundation and the climate science community, OCE promotes climate change 

education and associated teacher support worldwide. Its aims are “to organize strong 

international cooperation between scientific bodies, NGOs and educational institutions to 

educate present and future generations about climate change, to equip them with the tools of 

understanding and action to protect them from preconceptions, ideologies or irrationality, 

and to prepare them to live in a changing world”.23 

The United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) is the leading global authority on the 

environment, with a mission to inspire, inform, and enable nations and peoples to improve 

their quality of life without compromising that of future generations. UNEP acts as a catalyst, 

advocate, educator and facilitator to promote the wise use and sustainable development of 

 
18 Cf. https://unfccc.int/news/what-is-ace. Accessed 12 Feb 2025. 
19 FAO was established in 1945; cf. https://www.fao.org/home/en/. Accessed 13 May 2025. 
20 Query formulated 31 May 2025. 
21 ASPnet was founded in 1953; cf. https://www.unesco.org/en/aspnet. Accessed 6 Apr 2025. 
22 UNESCO was established in 1945; cf. https://en.unesco.org/fieldoffice/newyork. Accessed 6 Apr 2025. 
23 OCE was created in 2018; cf. https://www.oce.global/en. Accessed 6 Apr 2025. 

https://unfccc.int/news/what-is-ace
https://www.fao.org/home/en/
https://www.unesco.org/en/aspnet
https://en.unesco.org/fieldoffice/newyork
https://www.oce.global/en
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the environment. It works to find solutions to the planetary crisis by fostering climate 

stability, promoting a lifestyle in harmony with nature and creating a pollution-free future, 

thereby supporting the achievement of all Sustainable Development Goals. One of UNEP’s 

focus areas is ‘Youth, education and environment’, wherein it works with partners to cultivate 

the next generation of young leaders. Through initiatives such as Massive Open Online 

Courses (MOOCs), outdoors activities, and various programs, UNEP provides young people 

with opportunities to develop the knowledge and skills they need to build a sustainable 

future.24  

The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) secretariat is 

the United Nations entity tasked with supporting the global response to the threat of climate 

change.25 The 198 countries that have ratified the Convention are called Parties to the 

Convention. The primary goal of UNFCCC is to prevent “dangerous” human interference with 

the climate system. UNFCCC stipulates that all Parties must cooperate in and promote 

education, training and public awareness related to climate change. Additionally, Parties are 

encouraged to facilitate wide public participation in the process, as outlined in Article 6 of the 

Convention. Furthermore, the Paris Agreement states that “Parties shall cooperate in taking 

measures to enhance climate change education, training, public awareness, public 

participation and public access to information” (Article 12).26  

The Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity (SCBD), based in Montreal, 

Canada, was established to support the goals of the Convention on Biological Diversity. It 

mainly organizes meetings, prepares reports, assists member governments in the 

implementation of the various programmes of work, coordinates with other international 

organisations and collects and disseminate information concerning biodiversity.27 

In the field of biodiversity governance, the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on 

Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) is a good example of the rise of expert 

organisations dedicated to providing policy-relevant knowledge. This independent 

intergovernmental body was established to strengthen the science-policy interface for 

biodiversity and ecosystem services. Its objectives include the conservation and sustainable 

use of biodiversity, long-term human well-being and sustainable development. IPBES 

 
24 UNEP was established in 1972; https://www.unep.org/. Accessed 30 Jan 2025. 
25 UNFCCC entered into force in 1994; https://unfccc.int/. Accessed 30 Jan 2025.  
26 The Paris Agreement, cf. 
https://unfccc.int/files/essential_background/convention/application/pdf/english_paris_agreement.pdf. 
Accessed 20 Mar 2025.  
27 SCBD was established in 1992;  https://www.cbd.int/secretariat. Accessed 20 Mar 2025.  

https://www.unep.org/
https://unfccc.int/files/essential_background/background_publications_htmlpdf/application/pdf/conveng.pdf#page=17
https://unfccc.int/files/essential_background/convention/application/pdf/english_paris_agreement.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/secretariat
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periodically organizes youth workshops to support the implementation of its ‘capacity-

building’ rolling plan, also through the promotion of fellowship programs.28 

One of the most relevant intergovernmental bodies worldwide relevant to the understanding 

of environmental problems is the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). 

This independent body focuses on assessing the science related to climate change. Founded 

under the auspices of the World Meteorological organisation (WMO) and the United Nations 

Environment program (UNEP; see below), The IPCC evaluates the scientific literature and 

provides vital scientific information regarding the climate change process. The IPCC prepares 

comprehensive Assessment Reports about knowledge on climate change, its causes, potential 

impacts, and response options. It also produces Special Reports, which focus on specific 

issues, and Methodology Reports, which provide practical guidelines for the preparation of 

greenhouse gas inventories. Additionally, the IPCC also places importance on education by 

supporting international and regional organisations as well as NGOs in curriculum 

development. This includes devising model courses of study for schools and universities, 

providing educational material such as trainer and student texts.29 Since 2021, the Office for 

Climate Education (OCE) has worked closely with the various IPCC technical support teams 

to produce and validate teaching resources based on the IPCC reports. The OCE aims to 

complement the publication of these reports with educational resources for teachers. It 

strives to facilitate strong international cooperation among scientific bodies, NGOs, and 

educational institutions to educate present and future generations about climate change.  

 

Non-Governmental Organisations 

Environmental Scientific NGOs 

The Italian Federation of the Sciences of Nature and Environment (Federazione Italiana 

di Scienze della Natura e dell’Ambiente - FISNA) comprises 20 scientific Italian societies 

operating in the field of Natural, Environmental and Biological Sciences. FISNA’s mission is to 

promote scientific knowledge in the realm of natural and environmental science, coordinating 

the activities of its member societies at both a national and an international level. FISNA also 

promotes and coordinates teaching and dissemination activities at all levels of education and 

 
28 IPBES was established in 2012; cf. https://www.ipbes.net/. Accessed 13 May 2025. 
29 The IPCC was established in 1988; cf. https://www.ipcc.ch/. Accessed 20 Jan 2025. 

https://www.ipbes.net/
https://www.ipcc.ch/
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civil society. Additionally, it fosters collaborative scientific initiatives, including training 

courses and doctoral schools.30  

The Italian Society of Ecology (Società Italiana di Ecologia - SItE) aims to promote theoretical 

and applied ecology research and facilitate the dissemination of ecological studies through 

national and international collaboration. Over forty years, SItE has carried out various 

activities, including work groups, congresses, symposia, meetings and publications, 

collaborating with both Italian and foreign scientific societies. One of SitE’s notable working 

groups is the ‘Didactic and Environmental Education’ group, which is actively involved in 

spreading ecological culture, sharing teaching and educational methodologies, and 

implementing research initiatives. In addition, the group represents SItE in institutional and 

20 Decision-making contexts at both national and international levels, advocating for the 

inclusion of ecology in training and educational processes.31 

The British Ecological Society (BES) is the oldest ecological society in the world, with 6000 

members. The BES aims to advance and promote ecological science and its applications, raise 

the profile of ecology to make a difference, and foster a strong and diverse ecological 

community. The BES works with a Special interest group called ‘Teaching and Learning’, 

which aims at promoting good practice in the teaching and learning of ecological science, 

providing pedagogical development opportunities for all interested members, and actively 

participating in the teaching and learning debate. BES offers a set of resources for ‘Teaching 

and Learning’ concerning relevant ecological issues such as climate change.32 The BES also 

supports teaching ecological sciences by collaborating with other associations such as the 

Association for Science Education (ASE), an active membership body that has been 

supporting all those involved in science education from pre-school to higher education. The 

ASE Resource Hub provides resources for primary and secondary schools, which can be used 

in the classroom or for professional development related to ecological topics.33  

The Ecological Society of America (ESA), with over 9.000 members, conducts research, 

teaches, and uses ecological science to address environmental issues, including climate 

change, natural resource management, and sustainable ecological systems. ESA aims to 

promote ecological science, raise public awareness about its importance, increase the 

resources for it, and ensure its appropriate use in environmental 20 Decision-making by 

 
30  FISNA was established in 2008; cf. https://www.fisna.it/. Accessed 6 Apr 2025. 
31 SItE was established in 1976; cf. https://www.ecologia.it/. Accessed 6 Apr 2025. 
32 BES was established in 1913; cf. https://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/. Accessed 30 Mar 2025. 
33 ASE was founded in 1963; cf. https://www.ase.org.uk/. Accessed 18 Jan 2025. 

https://www.ecologia.it/
https://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/
https://www.ase.org.uk/
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fostering communication between the ecological community and policy-makers. ESA pays 

attention to educational matters and has a specialized ‘section’ dedicated to promoting and 

enhancing ecology education for students of all ages as well as for the general public. This 

section provides information, encouragement, and assistance to anyone who teaches 

ecological concepts and principles, advocating for an appropriate emphasis on ecology 

education at all levels. Furthermore, since 2008 the Office of Education and Diversity and the 

ESA Education Section have organized an annual workshop called Resources for Ecology 

Education, Fair and Share (REEFS), which was held during ESA’s Annual Meeting.34  

The European Ecological Federation (EEF) is an umbrella organisation representing 

ecological societies across Europe, with the objective of promoting cooperation within the 

science of ecology throughout the continent. EEF mainly provides a platform for effective 

communication for the community of ecological scientists in Europe, disseminates ecological 

knowledge through meetings, publications and other means, and promotes collaborative 

activities also in partnership with other international organisations. The dissemination of 

ecological knowledge is also implemented by educational activities, including a section 

dedicated to serious games as a useful tool to understand and apply the scientific method at 

school.35 

The International Association for Ecology (INTECOL) aims to foster international 

participation in addressing important ecological questions, also by means of specialist 

working groups. While it appears that INTECOL may not prioritize  education, it organizes 

highly attended International Congresses and has links with several national ecological 

societies, including the European Ecological Federation, the Italian Society of Ecology, and 

international ecological societies such as the Long Term Ecological Research (LTER) 

network.36 The INTECOL mission statement 20 Declares: “INTECOL acts as an advocate for 

ecology and will assist and support the Member Societies to foster international cooperation 

for the development of the science of ecology and the application of ecological principles to 

global and regional issues”.37 

 

Environmental NGOs 

 
34 ESA was founded in 1915; cf. https://www.esa.org/. Accessed 20 Jan 2025. 
35 EEF was founded in 1989; cf. https://www.europeanecology.org/. Accessed 13 Mar 2025. 
36 INTECOL was established in 1967; cf. https://www.intecol.net/pages/index.html. Accessed 3 May 2025. 
37 Cf. https://intecolonline.wordpress.com/about-intecol/mission/. Accessed 30 Mar 2025. 

https://www.esa.org/
https://www.europeanecology.org/
https://www.intecol.net/pages/index.html
https://intecolonline.wordpress.com/about-intecol/mission/
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Friends of the Earth International (FoEI) is a global organisation that gathers millions of 

members and supporters worldwide, along with 73 national member groups. Its vision is a 

sustainable world based on societies living in harmony with nature. FoEI is particularly active 

in environmental education, especially targeting young people. The Environmental education 

center for Friends of the Earth in Spain was of the international winners of the Hostelling 

International Award for projects aimed at improving natural heritage by reducing carbon 

emissions (2013). A popular learning and information exchange program led by FoEI is the 

“School of sustainability”, where the term ‘school’ is not intended as an institution, but rather 

as a process of learning that unfolds in various places and in non-didactic, non-traditional and 

non-hierarchical ways.38  

Greenpeace, an organisation that has been committed to the defense of our planet for over 

fifty years and counting 2.8 million supporters worldwide, investigates and documents 

ecological contamination and crimes, conducts scientific studies, litigates, and lobbies. 

Greenpeace Italy is the Italian branch, carrying out contests and petitions for national and 

international environmental issues, also involving schools and universities.39 

BirdLife Italia (Lega Italiana Protezione Uccelli - LIPU) is a point of reference for nature 

conservation in Italy, managing several oases and reserves. LIPU strives to protect wildlife 

with a particular focus on wild birds and their habitats. Through these efforts, LIPU 

contributes to biodiversity conservation and raises public awareness, promoting the 

sustainable use of natural resources. The organisation conducts environmental education 

initiatives in schools, cities, and natural areas.40 LIPU is part of the network of associations 

affiliated with BirdLife International, the largest international organisation for nature 

conservation, comprising over 115 national Partners across all continents, landscapes and 

seascapes.41  

Legambiente is one of the most prominent and widespread environmental organisations in 

Italy, carrying out citizen involvement activities related to a series of ecological issues, 

including climate change, biodiversity protection, marine litter, and environmental education. 

Legambiente is particularly focused on engaging young citizens, because it recognizes the 

importance of education and training in forming generations capable of rising to the challenge 

 
38 FoEI was founded in 1971; cf. https://www.foei.org/. Accessed 3 May 2025. 
39 Greenpeace was established in 1971; cf. https://www.greenpeace.org/international/. Accessed 30 Mar 2025. 
Greenpeace Italy was established in 1986; cf. https://www.greenpeace.org/italy/. Accessed 30 Jan 2025. 
40 LIPU was founded in 1965; cf. http://www.lipu.it/. Accessed 7 Apr 2025. 
41 BirdLife International, cf. https://www.birdlife.org/. Accessed 7 Apr 2025. 

https://www.foei.org/
https://www.greenpeace.org/international/
https://www.greenpeace.org/italy/
http://www.lipu.it/
https://www.birdlife.org/
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of a cleaner and fairer future. It therefore organizes courses for T&Es on issues related to 

environmental sustainability and more.42 

The Nature Conservancy is a global environmental organisation with over a million 

members and a team of staff scientists. It impacts conservation in many countries and 

territories, working for a more sustainable future. The Nature Conservancy website also 

features Nature Lab, a youth curriculum platform that provides educational resources for 

various  age groups to help them understand science, how nature works and how young 

people can contribute to its conservation. Here T&Es can find resources, programs and 

partnership opportunities to collaborate in helping young people gain the knowledge and 

tools needed to become the next generation of conservation leaders.43 

World Wide Fund for Nature, formerly named World Wildlife Fund (WWF), is the world’s 

largest NGO with over five million supporters and more than one million members worldwide, 

spanning across over 100 countries. WWF’s mission is to conserve nature and address the 

most pressing threats to the diversity of life on Earth, building a future where people live in 

harmony with nature.44 Environmental education is integral to WWF’s programs, including 

school and outreach activities, community learning, and curriculum development. The aim is 

to empower and motivate young people, partners, and local communities to tackle 

environmental challenges. Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) is a key WWF 

initiative, taking a holistic approach to learning by integrating ecological, social, and economic 

aspects of daily life. ESD develops students’ understanding of ecological and environmental 

issues, strengthening their ability to promote sustainable development. WWF Italy is the 

Italian branch of the organisation, engaging in environmental education to foster a culture of 

sustainability, especially among younger generations. 

 

 

 

 
42 Legambiente was founded in 1980; cf. https://www.legambiente.it/. Accessed 13 Feb 2025. 
43 TNC was founded in 1951; cf. https://www.nature.org/en-us/. Cf. also Nature Lab, 
https://www.nature.org/en-us/about-us/who-we-are/how-we-work/youth-engagement/nature-lab/. Accessed 
13 Feb 2025.  
44 WWF was established in 1961; cf. https://www.worldwildlife.org/. Accessed 30 Mar 2025. 

https://www.legambiente.it/
https://www.nature.org/en-us/
https://www.nature.org/en-us/about-us/who-we-are/how-we-work/youth-engagement/nature-lab/
https://www.worldwildlife.org/
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Hybrid Organisations 

The Italian Alliance for Sustainable Development (Alleanza Italiana per lo Sviluppo 

Sostenibile - ASviS) comprises universities, public and private bodies, research centers, and 

related networks. It cooperates with the Italian Network of Universities for Sustainable 

Development (Rete delle Università per lo Sviluppo Sostenibile – RUS) and the Italian National 

School of Administration. ASviS aims to raise awareness among Italian citizens, economic 

stakeholders and institutions about the importance of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development. ASviS places particular attention to Education for Sustainable Development, with 

a dedicated Working Group. The group works to ensure that Italy develops a strategy for 

global citizenship education, promoting educational and training projects for all stakeholders 

within the educational sphere, including students, teachers, and families. ASviS provides 

educational materials, initiatives, courses, and Masters programs, often in collaboration with 

other civil society bodies.45 

Another example of mixed organisation is the International Union for Conservation of 

Nature (IUCN), a membership Union composed of both government and non-government 

organisations. IUCN is the world’s largest environmental network, with 1400 member 

organisations and 15000 experts, making it the global authority on the status of the natural 

world. In addition to its broader objectives, IUCN is also dedicated to sustainability education, 

thanks to a specialist group aiming to integrate nature education into formal, non-formal, and 

informal education systems. The Commission on Education and Communication uses creative 

tools and approaches to raise awareness and inspire action for nature conservation, 

mobilizing individuals worldwide toward a shared commitment to protecting nature.46 

LifeWatch ERIC is a European Research Infrastructure Consortium providing e-Science 

research facilities to scientists investigating biodiversity and ecosystem functions in order to 

support society in addressing key planetary challenges. Its thematic areas include climate 

change and resource efficiency, food security and agriculture, sustainable development and 

energy supply, as well as security and health. LifeWatch ERIC also prioritizes ‘Education and 

schools’, dedicating a special section of the platform to this aspect. This section provides 

material and tools to support teachers in addressing and exploring environmental and 

planetary ecological problems, including webinars and online activities. LifeWatch ERIC also 

 
45 ASviS, cf. https://asvis.it/. Accessed 13 May 2025.  
46 IUCN was established in 1948; cf. https://www.iucn.org/de. Accessed 13 Mar 2025. 

https://asvis.it/
https://www.iucn.org/de
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produces the LifeWatching Science Channel, where interested people can access research, also 

regarding environmental educational issues, with just one click.47  

The Long-Term Ecological Research (LTER) network carries out research programs at 28 

LTER sites, supporting ecological discovery on the influence of long-term and large-scale 

phenomena. One of the core activities of LTER is its Education Program, referred to as 

“Schoolyard LTER”, which is dedicated to developing and sharing best practices in training, 

teaching, and learning about the Earth’s ecosystems. LTER offers various activities for 

graduate and undergraduate students, as well as for children up to 12 years of age. Moreover, 

LTER provides middle school and high school teachers with the opportunity to conduct field 

and laboratory research focused on how environmental stressors affect biodiversity. All 

students and teachers interested in environmental issues can find useful resources here, 

including education stories, a digital library, and the Schoolyard book series.48 The 

International Long-Term Ecological Research (ILTER) organisation is a network of 

networks, so to speak, encompassing hundreds of research sites located in a wide array of 

ecosystems that can help understand environmental change across the globe. ILTER members 

collectively carry out a wide range of educational activities, including fieldwork, laboratory 

research and classroom teaching, creating unique educational opportunities to enhance 

ecological and socio-ecological literacy.49 

The Long-Term Ecological Research Italy (LTER-IT) organisation belongs to both the 

European  and the International LTER network, with its own national network made up of 

over 25 marine, terrestrial and freshwater sites. LTER-Italy constitutes one of the main nodes 

of the LifeWatch biodiversity research infrastructure, which provides researchers with tools 

for the management and advanced processing of biodiversity data. It organizes events and 

programs, such as LTER-Italy Trails, aimed at raising awareness among students and the 

general public about ecological issues, including biodiversity loss.50  

 

 
47 LifeWatch ERIC was established in 2017; cf. https://www.lifewatch.eu/. Cf. also the LifeWatching Science 
Channel, https://www.lifewatching.tv/. Accessed 30 Mar 2025. 
48 LTER was founded in 1980; cf. https://lternet.edu/. Accessed 13 Feb 2025. 
49 ILTER was established in 1993; cf. https://lternet.edu/international/. Accessed 13 Feb 2025. 
50 LTER IT was established in 2006; cf. http://www.lteritalia.it/. Accessed 13 May 2025. You will find more information 

on LTER above. 
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