
Notes on Contributors

JONATHAN ARAC is a member of the boundary 2 editorial collective and Andrew
Mellon Professor of English at the University of Pittsburgh, where he is also found-
ing Director of the Humanities Center. He serves as Advisory Editor for the three
American volumes of the Oxford History of the Novel in English (in progress). His work
focuses on literature, culture, and politics since the later eighteenth century. Recent
publications include The Emergence of American Literary Narrative (Harvard UP, 2005)
and two forthcoming books: Impure Worlds: The Institution of Literature in the Age of the
Novel (Fordham UP) and Against Americanistics (Duke UP).

NANCY BENTLEY is Professor of English at the University of Pennsylvania. She is the
author of two monographs, Frantic Panoramas: American Literature and Mass Culture
(2009) and The Ethnography of Manners (1995), and was a contributor to Volume Three
of The Cambridge History of American Literature (2005). She is currently completing a
book, New World Kinship and the American Novel, 1850-1920, a study of the way the
novel has mediated the multiple forms of kinship coexisting in the Americas.

EMILY MILLER BUDICK holds the Ann and Joseph Edelman Chair in American Studies
at The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Israel, where she has taught since 1972. Her
major publications include: Emily Dickinson and the Life of Language (1985); Fiction and
Historical Consciousness (1989); Engendering Romance: Women Writers and the Hawthorne
Tradition (1994); Nineteenth-Century American Romance (1996); Blacks and Jews in
Literary Conversation (1998); and Aharon Appelfeld’s Fiction (2004). Her current project
deals with American Holocaust fiction.

MARINA CAMBONI is Professor of American Literature and Director of the Ph.D.
Program in Comparative Literature at the University of Macerata, Italy. Her fields of
research are modernism, experimental poetry, cultural semiotics, and feminist theory.
Her publications include H. D.’s Poetry: “the meaning that words hide” (2003), Networking
Women: Subjects, Places, Links Europe-America. For a Re-writing of Cultural History 1890-
1939 (2004), Walt Whitman e la lingua del mondo nuovo (2004), and H.D. La donna che
divenne il suo nome (2007).

EMORY ELLIOTT was University Professor of the University of California and
Distinguished Professor of English at Riverside, where he also served as Director of
the Center for Ideas and Society. His books include Power and the Pulpit in Puritan New
England (1975) and Revolutionary Writers: Literature and Authority in the New Republic
(1982). He contributed “The Literature of Puritan New England” section to Volume
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One of The Cambridge History of American Literature (1994), later reissued as The
Cambridge Introduction to Early American Literature (2002). He edited several volumes
on Early American Literature and American Literary History: Puritan Influences in
American Literature (1979), American Colonial Writers, 1606-1734 (1984), American
Writers of the Early Republic (1985), The Columbia Literary History of the United States
(1988), The Columbia History of the American Novel (1991), and American Literature: A
Prentice Hall Anthology (1991). He co-edited Aesthetics in a Multicultural Age (2002)
and Global Migration, Social Change, and Cultural Transformation (2007). He died on
March 31, 2009, at age 66.

NAN GOODMAN is Associate Professor of English and Associate Chair for Graduate
Studies at the University of Colorado and will be a Visiting Professor of Law and
Humanities at Georgetown Law Centre in the spring of 2011. She is the author of
Shifting the Blame: Literature, Law, and the Theory of Accidents in Nineteenth-Century
America (Princeton, 1998; rpt. Routledge, 2000) and of several essays on early
American studies and on literature and law. She is currently completing her manu-
script, “Free Liberty to Stay Away From Us”: The Law and Language of Banishment in
Seventeenth-Century New England.

DONATELLA IZZO is Professor of American Literature at Università “L’Orientale,”
Napoli, where she currently directs the Ph.D. Program in Comparative Literature.
She is the author of Portraying the Lady: Technologies of Gender in the Short Stories of Henry
James (2001) and the author or editor of a number of books and essays on James and
other American writers, literary and gender theory, cross-cultural literary rewritings,
American studies and comparative literature, Asian American literature, American
TV series, and the graphic novel in the U.S. Her most recent essay appeared in
American Studies: An Anthology, Janice Radway, Barry Shank, Penny Von Eschen and
Kevin Gaines, eds. (2009). She served as President of AISNA for the term 2004-2007.

LIAM KENNEDY is Director of the Clinton Institute for American Studies at University
College Dublin. He is the author of Susan Sontag: Mind as Passion (1995) and Race and
Urban Space in American Culture (2000), editor of Urban Space and Representation (1999)
and Visual Culture and Urban Regeneration (2005), and the author of many articles on
American urban studies, visual culture and international conflict. He is currently
writing a book on photography and U.S. foreign policy.

MARY LOUISE KETE is Associate Professor of English at the University of Vermont.
The author of Sentimental Collaborations: Mourning and Middle-Class Identity in
Nineteenth-Century America (Duke, 2000) and co-editor of Women’s Worlds: The
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McGraw-Hill Anthology of Women’s Writing in English Across the Globe (2008), she pub-
lishes on a variety of nineteenth-century American authors. Her current work, Slavish
Ekphrasis, examines the overlap between nineteenth-century American theories of
artistic representation and theories of political representation.

MICHAEL P. KRAMER is currently Director of the Lechter Institute for Literary Research
and the Anne Shachter-Smith Memorial Project in Literature at Bar-Ilan University,
Israel. In addition to numerous essays on Jewish and American literature and culture, he
is the author of Imagining Language in America: From the Revolution to the Civil War
(Princeton, 1992), and the editor of New Essays on Seize the Day (Cambridge, 1998), The
Cambridge Companion to Jewish American Literature, with Hana Wirth-Nesher (Cambridge,
2003), and Modern Jewish Literatures: Intersections and Boundaries, with Sheila Jelen and
Scott Lerner (Pennsylvania, 2010). He is also the founding editor of MAGGID: A Journal
of Jewish Literature and is working on a book called “The Art of Assimilation.”

GIORGIO MARIANI is Professor of American Literature at the “Sapienza” University of
Rome, where he coordinates the Doctoral Program in English-language literatures.
He is the Vice-President of the International American Studies Association (I.A.S.A.)
and the author, editor, and co-editor of various volumes, including the forthcoming
Il Novecento USA. Narrazioni e culture letterarie del secolo americano (Carocci), co-edited
with Sara Antonelli. He is currently completing a book on the war-on-war theme in
the U.S. imagination, titled A Farewell to Arms?

ELÈNA MORTARA, who graduated from the University of Milan, teaches American
Literature at the University of Rome “Tor Vergata.” She was a Fulbright Visiting
Scholar at Brandeis University, Waltham, Mass., and at Columbia University, New
York, and took part in a joint European-American Project for the Teaching of American
Studies. In 2008 she was in the Faculty of “The Futures of American Studies” Summer
Institute directed by Donald E. Pease at Dartmouth College (Hanover, N.H.). She has
written on Thoreau, Whitman, English and American Romantic poetry and philosophy,
and extensively on pre- and post-World War II Jewish-American writers. She is the
author of Letteratura ebraico-americana dalle origini alla shoà. Profilo storico letterario e saggi
(Rome, 2006) and of several essays on twentieth-century Jewish-American writers. She
is also the editor of an Italian volume of I. B. Singer’s work, the co-editor of two vol-
umes on Yiddish culture, and the translator of four books by A. J. Heschel into Italian.
She is currently working on a book about intercultural relations in American literature.

GIUSEPPE NORI is Professor of American Literature and Language and Coordinator of
the International exchange programs at the School of Education of the University of
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Macerata, Italy, where he also served as Director of the International Office and
Director of the Tourism Studies Program. He is the author of two books on Melville
and of critical and theoretical essays on nineteenth-century literature, history, and
ideas. He has translated and edited several volumes, including Sacvan Bercovitch’s
collection of essays America puritana. He is currently at work on a bilingual edition of
Melville’s Bartleby (forthcoming in 2009) and a book-length study on theories of hero-
ism in Antebellum America.

CYRUS R. K. PATELL is Associate Professor of English at New York University. He
served as associate editor for the first two volumes of the Cambridge History of American
Literature and contributed the “Emergent Literatures” section to Volume Seven, Prose
Writing, 1940-1990 (1999). A revised version of that contribution, titled U.S.
Multicultural Literatures: An Introduction to Emergent Writing after 1940, is forthcoming
from NYU Press. He has recently co-edited the Cambridge Companion to the Literature
of New York City (2010) with Bryan Waterman.

ANITA PATTERSON is Associate Professor of English at Boston University, book review
editor for Twentieth-Century Literature, and author of From Emerson to King: Democracy,
Race, and the Politics of Protest (Oxford UP, 1997), and Race, American Literature and
Transnational Modernisms (Cambridge UP, 2008).

DONALD PEASE is Avalon Foundation Chair of Humanities, Head of the Liberal
Studies Program, and Director of the International Institute on the Future of
American Studies at Dartmouth, as well as the series editor of New Americanists at
the Duke University Press. Three edited volumes investigate the United States’ glob-
al presence and the rhetoric masking its foreign policies: Revisionary Interventions into
the Americanist Canon (1994), National Identities and Post-Americanist Narratives (1994),
and his co-edited Cultures of United States Imperialism (1993). The recipient of
Guggenheim, National Endowment for the Humanities, Hewlett and Mellon
Foundation Grants, is also the author or editor of Futures of American Studies (2002),
New Essays on The Rise of Silas Lapham (1991), Visionary Compacts: American Renaissance
Writings in Cultural Context (1987), and The American Renaissance Reconsidered: Selected
Papers of the English Institute, 1982-1983 (1985). His most recent books are The New
American Exceptionalism (2009) and Theodor Seuss Geisel (2010).

ANNA SCANNAVINI is an Associate Professor of American literature at the University
of L’Aquila, Italy. She is the author of Giochi di giochi. Parole e lingua nella letteratura
angloamericana (2003) and wrote La babele americana with Anna Scacchi and Sara
Antonelli (2005). She is currently working on the languages of contact in James
Fenimore Cooper. 
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MARCO SIOLI teaches history of North America at the Faculty of Political Science of the
University of Milan, Italy. He is vice-president of the Réseau pour l’Etude de la Jeune
Amérique in Paris. He won the Organization of American Historians Foreign-Language
Article Prize for 1996. He has received fellowships from the Robert H. Smith
International Center for Jefferson Studies, the Library Company, the Gilder Lehrman
Institute of American History, the Huntington Library and the Newberry Library. He
has translated and edited works of Benjamin Franklin, George Washington, and
Thomas Jefferson. His most recent publication is the volume Esplorando la nazione. Alle
origini dell’espansionismo americano, (Exploring the Nation: On the Origins of American
Expansionism) in 2005. Recently he organized the conference, “Thomas Paine and the
American Civil Liberties” held at the University of Milan on October 20, 2008.

WERNER SOLLORS received his Ph.D. from the Freie Universität Berlin. He joined the
Harvard University faculty in 1983, holds the Henry B. and Anne M. Cabot Chair as
Professor of English and African American Studies, and served as chair of Afro-
American Studies from 1984-87 and 1988-90, of American Civilization from 1997-
2002, and of Ethnic Studies from 2001-04 and in 2009-10. Co-editor with Greil
Marcus of A New Literary History of America (Harvard UP, 2009), his major publica-
tions include Beyond Ethnicity: Consent and Descent in American Literature and Culture
(1986), Neither Black nor White yet Both: Thematic Explorations of Interracial Literature
(1997), and Ethnic Modernism (2008). Among his edited books are The Return of
Thematic Criticism (1993), Theories of Ethnicity (1996), Mary Antin’s The Promised Land
(1997), Olaudah Equiano’s Interesting Narrative (2000), Charles W. Chesnutt’s Novels,
Stories, and Essays (2002), An Anthology of Interracial Literature (2004), and Alexandre
Dumas’ Georges (2007). A corresponding member of the Austrian Academy of
Sciences and of the Bayerische Amerika-Akademie, he was elected a Fellow of the
American Academy of Arts and Sciences in 2001. He is currently at work on a book
tentatively titled “Tales from the 1940s.”

ROBYN WIEGMAN is Professor of Women’s Studies and Literature at Duke University,
where she directed the Women’s Studies Program from 2001-07. She has published
American Anatomies: Theorizing Race and Gender (Duke, 1995), Who Can Speak: Identity
and Critical Authority (Illinois, 1995), Feminism Beside Itself (Routledge, 1995), AIDS
and the National Body (Duke, 1997), The Futures of American Studies (Duke, 2002), and
Women’s Studies on Its Own (Duke, 2002). From 1998-2004 she was co-director with
Donald Pease of the Dartmouth Institute on the Futures of American Studies. She has
recently finished Object Lessons, a collection of essays on U.S. identity knowledges,
which includes a longer version of her article on American Studies published here.

NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS 195

RSA19_010.qxd  12-05-2010  17:35  Pagina 195


