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Introduction

American Studies has always been shaped by movement across borders: by
the circulation of texts, people, ideas, cultural imaginaries, and institutional
models. Yet the field is also shaped by the specific places in which it is taught.
What American Studies means in Modena, Wagram, Timișoara, or Nijmegen
is not simply a local variation of the discipline. Rather, these locations generate
distinct questions, pedagogical practices, and critical vantage points as the
contributions to this Forum show. They remind us that American Studies
outside the United States is never merely derivative. It is often productively
estranging: it brings the United States into view from elsewhere while also
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turning local assumptions, curricula, and cultural formations outward toward
transnational debate.

The title of this Forum, Outside In, Inside Out: Teaching American Studies
in a Changing World, echoes the theme of the 2006 annual meeting of the
American StudiesAssociation (ASA), “TheUnited States fromInside andOut:
Transnational American Studies,” and takes upWinfried Fluck’s reflections on
what is at stake when American Studies is framed as transnational. To teach
American Studies “from the outside in” is to approach the United States from
geographic, institutional, and cultural locations beyond its borders. To teach it
“from the inside out” is to recognize that these locations do not simply receive
American cultural meanings; they also offer opportunities to study the United
States from within, examine resulting insights in relation to local histories,
and feed them back into the field in altered form. The four essays collected
here explore this dynamic across different educational settings and national
contexts, showinghowAmerican Studies pedagogy is redesigned throughques-
tions of sequencing and translation (Manlio della Marca), stereotype critique
(Monika Wimmer), curriculum building and public humanities scholarship
(Gabriela Tucan et al.), and sustainability and memory, combined with place-
based learning (Frank Mehring).

The urgency of such work is hardly new. In his 2006 ASA presidential
address, Emory Elliott asked how teaching and research might contribute “to
thoughtful citizenship and to a more humane future” (6). Elliott’s question
built on AmyKaplan’s insistence that American Studies had to respond to the
imperial violence and political rhetoric of the post-9/11momentwith “urgency
and bewilderment” (1). For Elliott, this moment required not only critical
analysis of US power but also “genuine inclusiveness and broad international
collaboration” (6). Scholars working inside and outside the United States, he
argued, needed more sustained dialogue.

Alfred Hornung had already made a related point two years earlier in his
response to Shelley Fisher Fishkin’s 2004 ASA presidential address. Writing in
the context of the Bush administration’s unilateral approach to global politics
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with its military occupation of Iraq in the so-called War on Terror, Hornung
emphasized that American Studies scholars possessed forms of cultural exper-
tise urgently needed in moments of conflict. At a time when the US govern-
ment was perceived critically around the world, he argued, “the worldwide
American studies community could demonstrate the effectiveness of an inter-
actional network of transatlantic American studies” (70). Two decades later,
this call for an interactional network has lost none of its force. If anything,
it has become more urgent as academic freedom, international collaboration,
and the public legitimacy of critical inquiry have again come under pressure.

Fluck’s intervention remains particularly useful for the purposes of this
Forum because he both acknowledges and complicates the value of outside
perspectives. He warns that “there is no automatic equation between outside
location and outside perspective” (25). Such a caution matters for transna-
tional American Studies: the mere fact of teaching the United States from else-
where does not guarantee critical distance. At the same time, Fluck insists that
scholars outside the United States “play a crucial role in explaining ‘America’
to students and other members of their own societies” and therefore require a
“systematic understanding of American society” (28).

His argument culminates in a warning against the fallacy that globalization
renders US power porous or insignificant. Globalization, he writes, may in-
stead mean that American power “is reconfiguring itself” and “may emerge
in even more effective […] forms than ever before” (29). For Fluck, then, the
task is not to abandon the analysis of the United States in favor of a vague
transnationalism, but to return to the analysis of “the cultural sources of
American power” (29). Difference in location, interest, and institutional need
should not be dissolved into a single formula; it should become the basis for
complementary agendas.

More recently, Alex Lubin has productively situated American Studies
“elsewhere.” In his 2025 ASA presidential address, he shifted attention to
“knowledge production about the United States that comes from elsewhere”
(223). This elsewhere is not simply a geographic outside. It is also a position
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fromwhich theUnited States can be studied as a formation of power, violence,
circulation, and resistance. Alyosha Goldstein’s response to Lubin sharpens
this point by describing “America” not as a territorially fixed object but as “a
dynamic and genealogy of power” (243). Drawing on Kandice Chuh, Gold-
stein reminds us that “America” need not be the “point of arrival” of Amer-
ican Studies (243). Jasbir K. Puar identifies in Lubin’s address a demand for
engagement with American Studies knowledges produced “on the periphery
of the US empire” (253). Together, Fluck, Elliott, Kaplan, Hornung, Lubin,
Goldstein, Chuh, and Puar clarify what is at stake when American Studies
is taught from outside the United States: not the simple addition of inter-
national perspectives, but a reorientation of the field’s objects, methods, and
responsibilities.

This Forum appears at amomentwhen the transnational work ofAmerican
Studies has become both more difficult and more necessary. Recent develop-
ments in the United States have intensified concerns about academic freedom,
educational autonomy, diversity, research funding, and international scholarly
collaboration. InApril 2025, theBoard of the EuropeanAssociation forAmeri-
can Studies expressed concern about developments affecting scientific freedom,
academic autonomy, and transatlantic dialogue (Board of the European As-
sociation for American Studies). These concerns are part of a wider debate
about restrictions on academic freedom and international research collabora-
tion. Against this backdrop, teaching American Studies outside the United
States becomes more than a matter of disciplinary transmission. It becomes
a practice of sustaining critical dialogue across borders, preserving spaces for
historical complexity, and asking how the field can respond to democratic
fragility, cultural polarization, war, environmental crisis, and the changing
conditions of knowledge production in the age of AI technologies.

The essays in this Forum do not offer a single model for such teaching.
Instead, they present situated practices that emerge fromparticular classrooms,
institutions, and communities. Manlio della Marca opens the Forum with
reflections on teaching an introductory course in American Literature and
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Culture at the University of Modena and Reggio Emilia. His essay begins,
appropriately, with beginnings: the first day of class, the opening slide, the
syllabus, and the pedagogical decisions throughwhich students first encounter
the field. Rather than treating the survey course as a chronological march
through literary history, della Marca asks what happens when students enter
American literature through juxtaposition, contemporary cultural resonance,
and “working backwards” from the present. Course design here becomes
an epistemological act. Choices about sequence, translation, and creativity
become ways of rethinking what American Studies is and how students might
inhabit it. His attention to translation is particularly important in contexts
where English is the language of instruction but not the first language of
students. The American Studies classroom becomes a multilingual space in
which students do not merely study American texts; they actively negotiate
the linguistic and cultural conditions of their own access to them.

Monika Wimmer’s contribution shifts the Forum from the university class-
room to Austrian secondary education and to the local afterlives of Karl May’s
Winnetou. Her case study of theWinnetou-SpieleWagram demonstrates how
American Studies can engage cultural materials that may appear geographi-
cally distant from the United States but are deeply implicated in European
constructions of “America” and Indigeneity. The essay asks how teachers can
work with familiar, even beloved, popular representations without simply dis-
missing them or reproducing their stereotypes. By juxtaposing students’ prior
associationswith Indigenous perspectives and criticalmedia analysis,Wimmer
shows how locally embedded cultural performances can become entry points
into questions of representation, power, and cultural imagination. Her essay
thus makes a compelling case for the relevance of American Studies not only
in tertiary education, but also in teacher education and secondary classrooms,
where cultural assumptions are formed, repeated, and potentially transformed.

The essay by Gabriela Tucan, Cristina Chevereșan, Cristina Băniceru,
Loredana Bercuci, and Alexandru Oravițan offers an institutional perspective
on the development of American Studies in Timișoara, Romania. It traces the
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evolution of an MA program that has become a regional platform for inter-
disciplinary teaching, research training, and the public humanities. The essay
demonstrates that American Studies programs outside the United States are
shaped not only by disciplinary debates, but also by accreditation structures,
student needs, funding opportunities, and – last but not least – local contexts.
Particularly important is the American Studies Center in Timișoara, founded
in 2022, as a bridge between American Studies curriculum development, aca-
demic networking, and community engagement. Through public lectures,
international partnerships, student symposia, and book and movie clubs, the
American StudiesMAprogram and theAmerican Studies Center inTimișoara
have helped strengthen student research output and created spaces for public
engagement beyond the classroom.

FrankMehring closes the Forum by proposing “sustainable American Stud-
ies” as a place-based, praxis-oriented approach to teaching in times of war,
climate crisis, and democratic vulnerability. His TOPO framework – The-
ory, Organization, Performance, Outreach – links environmental humanities,
memory studies, and experiential learning. The RUDESA Spring Academy
and the project on Canadian liberators buried in the Dutch-German border
region show how American Studies can be grounded in local landscapes while
remaining transnational in scope. Here, “America” is encountered as a histor-
ical presence embedded in European memory cultures. By transforming stu-
dent research into exhibitions, digital formats, and public-facing publications,
Mehring highlights the capacity of American Studies pedagogy to cultivate
historical consciousness, ethical responsibility, and civic agency.

Read together, the four essays suggest that teachingAmerican Studies today
requires attention to scale. It moves between the first day of class and the
long history of disciplinary formation; between the local spectacle and global
Indigenous critique; between the MA curriculum and the public humanities
center; between the university campus, the border region, the archive, and
the cemetery. The Forum’s contributions also insist that pedagogy is not a
secondary or merely practical dimension of American Studies. It is one of
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the field’s primary intellectual sites. In the classroom, in teacher training,
and in community-engaged projects, American Studies is continually being
redefined.

I understand this Forum as a beginning rather than a conclusion: a spring-
board for what might become a more sustained platform for sharing peda-
gogical resources, collaborative projects, and mentorship across countries and
institutional contexts. The essays collected here reflect the collaborative, dia-
logic, and border-crossing ethos that American Studies needs to incorporate
at its best. To teach the field “outside in” and “inside out” is to recognize
that American Studies is not located in one place. It is made and remade
elsewhere, wherever scholars, teachers, students, and communities use it to ask
how culture travels, how knowledge is situated, how power is analyzed, and
how critical inquiry can remain open in difficult times.
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