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TARIFFS: EMERGING CHALLENGES IN GLOBAL TRADE

This issue hosts a Special Section on “Tariffs: Emerging Challenges in Global Trade”.
The Call was premised on the remark that in the current geopolitical turmoil, «tariffs have
moved from the margins of trade law to the centre of contemporary international
economic relations» - as Claudio Dordi effectively emphasises in his Innovation Letter.

The Call aimed at contributions highlighting the connections between innovation and
tariffs. The response to the Call by prospective authors was well beyond expectations,
and a strict selection process has brought about a string of articles coping with the issues
in the Call while highlighting the use of tariffs as «instruments of geopolitical bargaining,
economic security policy, industrial relocation, and alliance management» - in Dordi’s
words on the United States’ current practice.

Accordingly, this Special Section explores how tariffs are being reconfigured within a
fragmented and geopolitically charged trade landscape, tracing their transformation from
technical instruments of market correction into tools of political strategy, legal
contestation, and institutional adaptation. The contributions collectively illuminate this
shift across different sites of global economic governance.

Juan Pablo Gémez Moreno, in “From Trade Discipline to Geopolitical Signalling: The
Reconfiguration of Tariffs in Contemporary Global Trade,” examines how tariffs
increasingly serve as instruments of narrative projection, diplomatic assertion, and legal
exception, thereby reshaping their traditional role within the multilateral trading system.
Extending this reconfiguration into the realm of investment law, Lyra Cela’s “Navigating
Investor Claims in the Wake of US Trade Actions: Can Tariffs Constitute Investment Treaty
Violations?” analyses how politically motivated or discriminatory tariffs may intersect with
international investment protection, potentially giving rise to treaty-based claims.

At the level of legal practice and institutional response, Nguyen Luu Lan Phuong’s
“Unilateral Tariffs and Legal Adaptation: The Vietnam-U.S. Trade Deal in Fragmented
Trade Governance” shows how unilateral tariff measures catalyse legal and institutional
adaptation within an increasingly fragmented trade order. Complementing this
perspective, Judy Yueh Ling Song’s “Soft Law in Hard Times: Tariff Volatility and Trade
Innovation in ASEAN” highlights the role of soft law and regional governance innovation in
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managing tariff instability, pointing to alternative modalities of coordination beyond
formal multilateralism.

Finally, shifting the lens to political economy and postcolonial critique, Siyabonga P.
Hadebe’s “AGOA’s Expiry as Neo-Colonial Rupture: Tariffs, Critical Minerals and the Right
to Development Sovereignty in Africa” interrogates the implications of preferential trade
arrangements for development sovereignty in Africa, framing the expiry of the African
Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA) as a moment that exposes enduring asymmetries in

global trade relations.
L.M., R.d.C., C.P.
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